








The House
at the End of the Road

by Shirley Jean Pierce, Florida

Adapted from Sam Walter Foss’ poem,
The House by the Side of the Road, 1897.

There are gentle souls that give each day
With the peace of talents spent.

There are souls, like stars, that dwell to shine
In their loved ones’ sweet content.

There are pioneer souls that blaze their paths,
The wagon ruts still call —

But let me live at the end of the road
And make a home for all.

Let me live in a house at the end of the road
Where the walk of life draws nigh —

Where folks who work hard and have calloused hands,
As good and as bad as I,

Can live and not judge another’s heart
Or cast a critic’s eye

Let me live in a house at the end of the road
And open my door to sky.

I see from my house at the end of the road,
The rolling fields of life,

I see women who press with the ardor of hope,
Their aprons stained with strife.

But I turn not away from their smiles nor their tears —
Both part of the infinite plan;

Let me live in a house at the end of the road
 And be to all a kind woman.

I know there are lark-filled meadows ahead,
And mountains of wearisome height,

There are gardens to tend and children to mend
And day simply turns into night.

But still I rejoice when my sisters rejoice,
And weep with the women that moan,

With the dream of a farm at the end of the road
For a little girl too quickly grown.

Let me live in my house at the end of the road
And welcome the women who try —

They are good, they are bad, they are weak, they are strong,
Wise, foolish—so am I.

Then why should I look with a critic’s eye
Or judge another’s call? 

Let me live in a house at the end of the road
And make a home for all.  

 

Several years ago, I posted a challenge to my Farmgirl 
Sisters: Are any of you up to the task of re-writing one of 
my favorite poems, you know, to make it more farmgirl? 
To this day, Shirley Jean Pierce’s rendition sits in its own 
frame next to my original framed poem written by Sam 
Walter Foss. I hope you enjoy it as much as I do. 
 

 
P.S. One of my future stitching projects I hope to 
accomplish someday is to embroider Shirley’s poem as a 
long piece of artwork that hangs like a scroll from near my 
ceiling (I have a vaulted ceiling). That way, I’d be savoring 
every word for a very long time, during both the stitching 
of it and daily whenever I see it.
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Click here to subscribe to MaryJanesFarm magazine.

Magazine “Goodies” on the MJF Website
“For those who are looking for the magazine portion of the website, here is the place to find additional 

patterns, instructions, recipes and such! Yum!” 
– Alee, Farmgirl Sister #8

To find the goodies, click here! 

If you’re a subscriber, you should receive your magazine soon. (Those of you near postal hubs get faster delivery; rural 
delivery takes a little longer.) If you don’t receive your magazine, you can call our publisher’s subscription department 
at 800-476-4611 to check on your delivery. 
 

Our Feb/Mar issue (Tiptoe Through the Flowers) will hit newsstands on 
Jan 1. In it, you’ll find lots of recipes for hot and hearty soups, get clever ways 
to organize your kitchen, learn how to grow a countertop carrot crop, discover 
healing plants to add to your garden this spring, and more. Don’t risk missing 
MaryJanesFarm magazine on newsstands. 
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7,792 Sisterhood members and 11,036 Merit Badges earned —
growing stronger every day!

Calendar Update
“What, there isn’t going to a MaryJanesFarm calendar in 2019?” At first, I was as surprised as my caller when I 
realized it was already Nov. 28 before Carol and I had finally found a moment to discuss the particulars of another 
calendar. It isn’t that we don’t have stunning photos or the desire to make another beautiful calendar. It’s just that 
by the time we got started, we realized we should have started on it a few weeks earlier given it takes a couple of 
weeks to have it bound and several days to create it. According to MaryJanesFarm 2018 calendar, that would put us 
one week in front of Christmas. Our hope is you’ll miss it enough to come back next year. Going forward, we’ll put 
an entry on Halloween that says, “Start Making MJF Calendar.” Please accept our apologies. We feel daft to have 
somehow misplaced all of November to other projects. 

https://ssl.drgnetwork.com/ecom/BEL/app/live/subscriptions?&org=BEL&publ=MJ&key_code=ENSMJFX&type=S
http://www.maryjanesfarm.org/Recipes-Patterns-Instructions/
https://ssl.drgnetwork.com/ecom/bel/cgi/subscribe/order?org=BEL&publ=MJ

